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A worthy, faithful, ſurviving Huſband; 
If's dutiful, affetionats; obedient Children, 


As a Teſtimony of Friendſhip to them, f 
And a Token of Regard for the Deceaſed, 


This S ERM ON is inſcribed, 


With great Sincerity, 


By their moſt obedient, 


I | And faithful humble Servant, 


Charlette-Hreet, 


Portlard- Place, The AUTHOR. 
39th Oft:be:, 1783. 
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Coross TANs, iii. 3. 
YOUR LIFE IS HID WITH CHRIST. | 


LarGE aſſemblies of mankind, to the 
thinking and the ſerious, have generally 
been attended with ſome important re- 
flexions. Conſiderations of mortality or 
futurity have broken in upon their minds. 
That ſuch a herd of human nature could 
not long exiſt in this, or, what would be- 

come of it in another world, has awakened 
the tendereſt feelings, and, ſometimes, made 
even the proud ſhake to the very center of his 
ſoul. When Xerxes led one of the greateſt 
armies that eyer covered the face of the 
earth, aſcending a hill, he turned, looked 


B | upon 


1 "i 


upon it, and wept: His aid de- camps re- 
queſted to know why his Majeſty ſhould 
weep? His reply was to this effect: I 
% was confidering that, within an hundred 
« years, all my brave fellows will lie filent 
« in the grave.” Can any man hear of a 
fellow-mörtal's weeping over © duft re- 
turning to the duſt from which it came,” 


without fecollecting the tears which the 


Son of God ſhed for the lake of hs 
fouls ? 


A circumſtance, that makes large aflem- 


awful, is, that they are the only tolerable 
repreſentation of the great, auguſt, and laſt 
aſſembling together at the Bar of God. 
And this is the more ſtriking, when perſons 


are met together (as we are) to Worſhip 


that very God, at whoſe Bar we muſt ſtand. 
To plead for mercy with him, to whom 


we mult give an account; and, under the 


expreſs declaration of his ewn truth, that 
he is now. as much preſent in his Courts, 
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FL. 
as he will then be at his Bar: invidbly; 


here, to extend mercy; viſibly, there, to 


diſpenſe juſtice: actually, in both, ſearcb. 
ing the beart, and rendering 7s _ man 
according to his deeds. ee 4 


It ſhould never be forgotten with reſpect 


to the general Judgment, that all diſtinc- 


tions among men will then be at an end. 
Every man will have a cauſe to be tried, 
How will he be ſtraightened till it be de- 
cided! There will be no idle ſpectator. 


No creature will be exempted, - The prince 


and the peaſant, the ſovereign and the ſol- 
dier, the landlord and the labourer, will all 
meet there: neither greatneſs NOT meanneſs 
will excuſe, The cottager will not be 
overlooked, by that ſharp- ſighted eye, from 
whoſe piercing view the lordly owner of a 


manſion cannot be hidden. 


To theſe gene and obyious confidera- 
tions, the preſent mournful occaſion adds 
another, which has no ſmall weight in 


B 2 de- 


141 
depreſſing the mind, and frequently ſtamps, 
at leaſt for a ſeaſon, ſolemnity upon the 
ſoul, which has been too much given to 


vanity, and renders even the thoughtleſs, 
thoughtful. 


The fable hue. which covers the le 
wherein I ſtand, the attending relations and 
dependents tell you what I mean; that the 
Chriſtian perſon, lately a wife to one, a 
parent to ſome, a friend to not a few, an 
acquaintance of many, is no more. In the 
language of Scripture, thoſe who love the 
Lord Jeſus have loſt a Mer in Chriſt. Loſt, 
did I fay! let that word be obliterated! 
Let us not forrov like men without hope, for 
thoſe who die in the Lord. She is retired to 
her Father's, ſhe is gone before, ſhe is 
Allen afleep in Jeſus, ſhe is—not loſt, for, 
when Chriſt ſhall come, He will bring her 
with him; we ſhall ſee him as he is, and be 
fer ever with the Lord. 


The 


3 1 
The hand of Providence ſometimes 
ſtrikes hard; when it touches thoſe who 
are tied by bonds of blood or friendſhip, it 
ſtrikes home: but there are, ſometimes, 
circumſtances attending the ſtrokes of Pro- 
vidence, which make them more ſevere; 
ſuch attend me this moment. - Juſt arrived 
from a neighbouring and ſiſter kingdom, and 
from a long tour through different parts of 
this; happy in having been bleſſed with 
many and great ſcenes of uſefulneſs, I find 
my firſt labours at home, engaged to per- 
form the laſt offices to a departed friend, 
and, muſt acknowledge, that I aſcended 
the pulpit with greater oppreſſion of heart, 
than I uſually do on my return to ſpeak of 
his goodneſs and mercy which endureth for 


eU. 


While we lament the loſs of a friend, 
let us rejoice in the felicity of a Chriſtian. 
On her account let every eye be dried. 
Methinks I hear her ſay, Weep not for 
me, but, weep for yourſelves. Will you 

mourn, 
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te] 
meurn, when a mariner, who has been 
long toſſed in a tempeſtuous ocean, gets 
ts good fight of faith is fought, the battle 
wori, and victory gained for ever? Will 
through her lot of tribulation, has waſhed 
ber robes, and nade them white in the blood f, 
the Lamb? Let ſorrow ceaſe, Let no 
other uſe be made of my memory, my ſuf- 
ferings or ſupport, my life or death; but 
to improve them to his glory on whoſe 
merit I truſted, in whoſe ſtrength I was 
upheld, and to the preſent comfort and fu⸗ 
ture welfare of his * 
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' all didadienta to 5 ſo evangelic 
4 and fo juſt, I ſhall endeavour to explain 


| and illuſtrate the words that fell from her 
1 dying lips. Leaning upon her arm, her 
{ huſband and children ſurrounding her bed 
4 of agonizing pain (pain that for eleven long 
[ nights and days forbade one ſingle hour's 


reſt) with @ faltering tongue, ſhe ſaid; 
| +8 +: 


1 


„O that I had my voice, chat I anight 
«<. ſpeak my Redeemer's praiſel and, oon 
after, with an emphaſis, rich none but 
a dying perſon could give, cried out, My 
« ſoul is hid in Jeſus.” She reclined 
her head, gently ſighed, and fell aſleep in 
Him. Happy ſoul! God; grant us {ike 


precious faith and Re in far. laſt or 
ments! 


2 1 1 „ien 


. VA AGEL BIKE 91h 59H RS 
What is life? He alone can anſwer this 
queſtion, who breathed into the noſtrils of 
man the breath of life, hen man became e 
living foul. Of life we rather know the 
effects, than in what it conſiſts. The 
term itſelf is almoſt as ambiguous, as the 
nature of the thing is difficult. For, God 
and man, the ſoul and body, an animal and 
plant, are all ſaid to live, whereas there is 
nothing common to them all, but an . 
operative exiſtence. 


Notwithſtandin g life, abſtractedly con- 
ſidered, is involved in darkneſs; the life, 
4 mentioned 


(TT: at 
mentioned in my text, is attended with 
leſs obſcurity, being brought to light by tbe 
Goſpel; by which we are doe that it 
conſiſts, - 8 


| 


© Firſt, in a legal title to God's favour, in 
oppoſition to that condemnation and wrath, 
which reſteth upon the children of diſobe- 
| dience. For, in the record that God hath 
i given us, we are told, that life is in his Son; 
q that be that hath the Son hath life, and that 
| he that hath not the Son, hath not l. ife. The 
il information of the holy Scriptures upon 
| the mode of poſſeſſing this life, in Chriſt 
1 Jeſus, is clear and deciſive: ' He that be- 
4 lutevethb on the Son of God, bath everlaſting 
7 ye; and he that believeth not the Son, 
ſhall not ſee life. And again, Chriſt him- 
ſelf ſayeth, He that heareth my word, and 
believeth on him that ſent me, hath everlaſtin 4 
life, and ſhall not come into CONDEMNATION, 


but is paſſed from death unto liſe. 
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To 


ro this declaration af God, may be ada 

died the example. of man. We hear one, 
Who aſſures us, that tbe life which be lived 

in the fleſh, he lived by the faith of the Son | 
2 God, ho loved him, .and gave himſelf for 
He had ſought. life by the law, and 
rar that there was no law given, which 
could give it. In this fituation he pathe- 
tically laments his milety——O wretched 
man that I am! who ſhall deliver me? From 
the gracious lips of our .redeeming Lord, 
he heard a voice which diffi pated his. fear, 
and bound up his broken heart. I am the 
Refurretion and the . te : : be that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet ſhall he live * 


r 


and whoſoever liverb, and believeth in mne, 
Halt never die. | | 2 | 


Secondly, The ute {es booker of i in- 
cludes that ſpiritual union which ſubſiſts 7 
between Chriſt and his Church. By faith | Ko 
in his blood, we receive remiſſion of ſin; = 
by this union with his Spirit, we obtain 
Neength to ſubdue it. He is the head of 
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influence and the eres f power. As the 
vital tyſtem is deſtroyed, when the 5 
ceaſes to beat, or, the edge of ſenſibility, 
blunted, when the brain ! 4s materially , in- 


ot 1 8 - ww 


jured, ſo, When Chriſt withholds, his. grace. 
and- preſence, do his members dropp and 
die. In his own words, 4 the, branch. 


cannot Bear fruit of % ercept it abide in, 
the vine; u more can 2 except ye abide i n 
me. N 


1 % 8 


— 


: 3 ; 


4 
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* 


To live, receiving out of the Sap viour' 8 
fulneſs; obtaining and enjoying the bleſ-. 
ſings of the eternal Covenant; through, 
him, growing i in grace, and in ſimilitude 
to himſelf, is called a ie of. communion with- 
God in Chriſt Jeſus; it is the happy effect | 
of that former union which he has been 
graciouſly pleaſed to appoint, and which he 
will defend with the united Den of his 
Godhead. 
Hence arifes the inamiſfibility of this 
life, and the immutability of this union. 


Ti 


80 chat it is Mi, by che Lord himſelf, 


When in prayer for all who | ſhould believe on 
him” through his Goſpel; As thou, Father, 
art in me, and Tin thee ; may they alſo be one 
in us, The glory, which thou gaveſt me, I 
have given them; tat they may be one, even 
| as we are one, Let the enemies bf God's 

people direct their artillery agalnſt the rock 
of ages. Let them ſcale heaven, and ſtorm 
the gates of the beatific city. Let them 


cut the bonds of union, whereby the Fa- 


ther and the Son are one; and then, but 
not till then, theſe people will tremble 
under their victorious : arms, and look heb 
thelr on fituation as a borlorn hoe. 
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This! life has been Citinguittea Ache 
ing to its different periods and effects. 
When a trembling foul flees. to the | pro- 
miſes of truth for refuge, and reſts his 
eternal all upon the power, fidelity, and 
merit- of the great and good promiſer, it is 
called a /ife of faith. When he obtains 


ſtrength to bring every high thing ht into ſubs i 


Ca ſection 


1 2 1 =: 
Jeon to Wk truth, and to N is 
ſceptre of every ruling evil; when its dic; 
rates are imprinted upon his heart, and its 
ptecepts copied into his conduct, it be⸗ 
comes a /ife of andi: fication. ff But as ſoon 
as hope ſhall iſſue in fruition, faith be ab- 
ſorbed in viſion, and fig and ſorrow done | 
away; when the weary traveller, like our 
deceaſed friend, (ſhall, be arrived at home ; z 
and the worn-out veteran ſhall have received 
the palm, it moſt juſtly and ſtrictly aſſumes 
the name of eternal /i ife, not only on ac+ 
count of its duration, but its nature; for, 
then, we ſhall no longer ſee through, a glaf 
; darkly, but face to Face; and know, not in 
Part, but even as alſo we are known. Our 
view being clear, our love to God will be 
perfect. our happineſs compleat. He who 
is the Reſurrection as well as the Life, will 


18 that which was ſow *in corruption, 
diſhonour, 
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Its being ſown in corruption, diſhonour, and weak- 
neſs, refers, not ſo much to its exit, as its entrance into 


life, In due time, like a bare grain of wheat, or other 
8 | cor ly | 
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diſhon our and weakneſs ; hs t be raiſed in core 
ruption, glory, and pouen: That, which | 
4vas own a natural body, 10 be rai 72 4 i 


ritual body, to bear 4 far more exceeding 


and eternal weight , UE glory, which our 
light affiiffion * which is, but for a moment, 


worketh out for US. What on earth we 


poſſeſſed as a Lyfe of Grace, in heaven we 


ſhall inherit as a Life of wa 


Valuable a as hes li ife muſt. appear, whether 


it be conſidered as including the bleſſings 
of grace or glory; z it is rendered. ineſtimable 


corn, it dies and rots, in * like it, to be raiſed to . 


more beautiful and laſting plant, without diſſolution in 
its nature, or death as its attendant ; for they, who ſhall 


be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the Re- 


ſurrection from the dead, cannot die any more, but are 
equal to the Angels, i. e. in an indefectible and 
indiſſoluble nature. The Zaue Juxmey, natural, or, 


rather, animal body, which on earth had been ſupported 


by material food, changed by Him, who giveth to every 


ſeed a body, as he pleaſeth, will obtain from the ſecond 
Adam a ſpirituality of life eſſential and inſeparable, nei- 


ther wanting foreign ſupport, nor ſubjetointernal decay, 
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by the lecurlty chat God Bas abötded, 0 
affuring us that it 7 hidden in Ubri N, led 
-a dur bleſſed Saviour has exhorted us 
to tay up our Treaſure, in heaven, phere ner- 
Der 1th nor raft doth corrupt, and where 
rheves break not through, nor Neal. Sbur 
2 2s the contents of a letter under a ſeal, 
dr, as a jewel of great Price within a ſtrong 
caſleet. Hidden, like the new name written 
in the white tone, which is given to him that 
vertometh, and which no mam knoweth, 
ſaving he that” Feeetveth WH” Henee its le 
_ and ſecurity are evident. e 


Its ſecreſy from Was. in hom the 'Ged 
of this. world hath blinded, their minds, bet 
the light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, abo 

is the image of God, ſhould feint unto them; 
who, from ignorance, eſteem it folly ; ; and 
too often in the purſuit of . vanity, trample 
it under their feet. Unknowing, and un+ 
known of God, they will not come to Chriſt 
that they may heve life. Walking in dark- 
nfs, they walk f in danger, but being un- 
convinced, 
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and reject their hopes; until they Have! 
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F vi iced, they eſteem the convidtions of 
others unſubſtantial, and.u necelEry.. They: 
contemn their joys, deſpiſe cheir ſorrows, 


paſſed the valley of the ſhadow of "death, and 
ſee the righteous, man ſtand in greab 


406 boldneſs before the face of ſuch. AS, have. 


« afflicted him, and made no accgunt of 
his labours. | Then ſhall they be amaged 
« at the ſtrangeneſs of his ſalvation, fo far 
1 beyond all that they looked for. | Re- 
6 penting and groaning with anguiſh, of. 
« ſpirit, they ſhall fay within. themſelves, 
This was he, whom, we had ſometimes. 
* in deriſion, and a proverb, of reproach. 
cc © We fools, accounted His LIFE madneſs, 
#6 and his end to be without honour. Ho 


e jg he numbered among the children of 
„God, and his lot . the ſaints? 


— 


As the nature, 1 and 1 ef- 


fects of this life, are altogether hidden from 


the eye of vanity, and fin; ſo, in great 
mealure, are they ſometimes, obſcure to 
tho 
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thoſe who Aligenty ſeek it, and have 4 
title to it by the covenant and proniiſes of 
God. The efforts of a heart, by nature, 
totally corrupt; by grace, but in part, re- 
newed: produce clouds, which intercept 


the enlightening beams of the Sun of Righ- 


zeouſneſs, and make it difficult, for a tried 
mind, to decide upon a matter of ſuch in- 
finite importance. The diſcouragements 


which ariſe from the world wherein they 


dwell, and from that enemy Who tempts 
only to deceive and to deſtroy, too fre- 


quently prevail ſo far, as to make the beſt 


queſtion their title and doubt of their in- 
heritance. Thus, - fluctuating between 
hopes and fears, they drag on many mife- 
rable hours, which ought to have been 


ſpent in Ae and n For, 


Not only its fecreſy, but e 


pears from its being lodged in fuch good 
hands, and lain up with ſo powerful 4 


friend. No device or weapon formed 
againſt him can proſper. The arrow, le- 
N ; velled 
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velled at our: life, like that which poor eld 
Priam's: unſtrung arm threw at the mura 
thering Pyrrhus, may faintly ring againſt 


our ſhield gf faith, bi. 1 _ . to 
ny e 7 l ras 


N 


'I 


AH anſuccefsfally nk , a a 


ſhew the malice and perſeverance of the eden 
my; the powerful interpoſition, and in- 


vincible defence of our friend. How ean 
they finally die; of whom, Chriſt ſays, le. 


cauſe I live, ye ſpall live alſo? How can ay 
be deſtitute of a Comforter, for wh 
prayed the Father to give one that pres 
abide with them for ever ? 
down his life for us, he has legally ſecured 
ours in him. Having ſpiritual life in him 


ſelf as an head and foutithin of influence, 


he momentarily ſupplies our wants; and the 


water of life circulates through all the 


members to preſerve them in health and 
from decay. In defence of the life, which 
is hidden in Chriſt, the attributes of God, 


his juſtice, equity, mercy, power, truth, 


D and 
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Having laid 


1 


Now, let us de; 1 * * wy 
vantages which ariſe from being partakers 
of this life, and from its being ſecured and 


P 8 


fois 1 


of promiſe the. immutability of bir counſal, 
confirmed it by an oath. - To this ſecurity 
our bleſſed Saviour alludes, when he ſays 
of the ſheep that were given to him, My 


Father is. greater than all, and none is able 


to. n Gun out hls 0 Father 5 FRO” 


hidden in Chriſt; with a partie ular refer- 
ence to the experience of uf ef ane 


friend, in the hours of her Zane n 


moment of her death. 


In health; while youth nl en 
attend our way, too many of us are apt to 


be negligent and forgetful. The paths of 


vice, and ways of death, appear too plea- 
fant. to be avoided, though deſtructive if 
purſued. Poor loſt man, that ſelf-deſtroyer! 


MR 


and faithfulneſs are engaged; and He, wil | 
Ang more abundantly to ſhew unto the heirs 


if ever ſnatched from the ruin that lies be- 


my ' fore 
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cara lin n RET A judicion au 
thor expreſſes it, in ſpite of his own un- i 
«« happy diſpoſition to vice and miſery.” 
Under à ſenſe of his unworthineſs, no 

other conſideration, than that life is lad 
up, ſecured, and freely given in Chriſt 
Jeſus, can ever raiſe his guilty Fer 
him any hope, or give him any victory. 
« At the foot of the Croſs he mult lay all 
his virtues and his vices, his merits and 
% demerits, and tear from his heart all that 
pride which would obſtruct his . 
and enſure is deftrnftion;” : 


Looking. unto „ Teſts, . Pres PP Bi. 
niſher of our faith, the Alpha and Omega 
af our hope, produces that godly ſorrow, 
which worketh repentatice unto life; a change, 
neceſſary to our future happineſs, and, 
equally neceſſary, if we believe the moſt 
lerious in their departing moments, to be 
wrought while health, and ſtrength, and 
caſe preclude that anxiety and inquietude 
which attend a bed of pain. O earth! 


D's hear 


Peer dis declrütieng of by fell owa worm 
on the borders of the grave. TO Friend 
| the eried out, How dreadful muſſ it be 
* to defer repentance to a death-bed! 1 
can neither pray nor think; but I know 
% my Jeſus i 18 praying for me.” O duſt! 
look to the duſt to which ſhe is returned, 
and thou art returning. Thy days at moſt 
muſt be few. Thy 22 a hund gab rehutb. 
Confider thy latter-end. Gall upon thy God; 
ſeek, with thine whole heart, that e which ; 
is hid in Chrift. Receiving it from the hand 
of his grace, thou wilt be protected By tlie 
arm of his power. In death thou mayeſt | 
commit thy ſoul - to: his care, anch f in TO 
i (4 admire the riches 1. his IOW.” 

O77 4 a] Aue "6 
| When health aeclines;" thi ſun of pro: 1 
perity ſets, and Pp; like the world, for- 
fakes the wretched.” The advantages of 
this /ife in Chrift FJeſus are too conſpicuous 
not to be ſeen, too valuable not to be wiſhed 
for. His gracious ſympathetic: care in all 


qur trials, his being, in all our afflitions, 
afflicted, 
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I afflicted, AT while it Mares oür f bur- 
thens, and ſancti fies, While! it ſupports, our 
hearts. An intereſt in his ſuperlative fuf+ 
ferings and- patience, ma es us aſhamed of 
our own impatience, and ee; of out 
own Rey.” „ D9210q2D 71 Sade 
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The Kind aff urance' Which Fx has. given | 
Yak where he it, abe fall be alſo, our de- 
parted friend declared had been a ſupport 
to her mind, and the food of her ſoul, 
Look forward, Ve, that are walking in the 
ſame fleps, where He is, the wicked ceafe 
from troubling and the weary are at reſt; fn 
and ſorrow Are done away; peace and joy 
abound; there, poor afflicted ſoul! there 


ſhalt thou Be to lite and es. with un 
for evermore, 5 (13 | 
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If N health place theſe bleflings 
ina deſirable point of view, declining years 
and the borders of the grave will endear 
them more, There men often fee things 


as they are. Happy it is, when the 11 
drops before the man. 


4 | The 
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The verge of eternity is "well ſuited "2 
2 2 falutary retroſpect, of this world, anda 
juſt proſpect of the next. Here men feel 
the value of religiog, and, conf 210us of its 
worth, wich, with her whoſe. remains wg 
have lately depoſited, to commend their 
* children, and all they love, to the blood 
ce of. Jeſus, that, waſhed from their ſins, 
hey may & e * 0 Py 


44 this ſituation ſhe was habe but 
not inſenſible. The painful meſſenger that 
called her hence, embittered her path, tho' 
eventually it encreaſed her. felicity, and 

uſhered her to: glory. Her grace, evident 
to others, was in great meaſure obſcure to 
herſelf. Her cry was for more patience, 
while all around her admired her reſigna- 
tion, and wondered at the en of 1885 
in her ſupport. 10 


The conflit of. 6 bleſſed be God, 


Was unattended with conflict of ſoul. A 
fteady, 


tal 


ſteady; uniiiterrupted tolifidence; * was” ber 
companion under her afffction, and con- 
ſtrained her to acknowledge how much fh 
was indebted to God, who © had not ſuf- 
« fered her in this illneſs to be worrie# 
« with doubts and fears*.” Thus ſuffering, 
believing, praying and glorifying God, ſhe 
ſpent eleven days, when it pleaſed the Great 
Diſpoſer of all events, that exhauſted nature 
ſhould fink, and the lamp of life be extin- 
guiſhed here; like other lamps, the ſhort, 

yet ſtrong efforts of its expiring flame; 
ſtruck the beholders, and enlightened all 


* So ſhe expreſſed herſelf, to a EPI Ilias to 
attended her in her illneſs. The force and propriety of 
the expreſſion will be beſt underſtood by thoſe, who have 
felt a variety of doubts, in ſpite of a rightly-informed 
mind, and been ſubject to bondage through fears of 
death, notwithſtanding they have ſeen clearly that its 
Ning has been taken away by Chriſt Jeſus. There is an 
hour at hand, however, when theſe inconſiſtencies and 
conflicts will have an end; when our judgments and 
paſſions will be in uniſon; when unreaſonable fears * 
| groundleſs ſorrows will ceaſe, and the Chriſtian will 

have no longer to contend with a body of fin, or an evil - 
heart of unbelief. 


e 


around her. . Her mind was unimpaized; 
her confidence encreaſed, her comfort Jo-- N 


lid; and. ſhe left life with fewer fears, 


and greater hopes, u W ever 186 eee | 
in it. Z Ns OT 2 Ae 0 Tot RRE 8 

"It \ rand fad. on cl lets 
of our friends, that our loſs is their gain; 
but, let us not ſit down contented with the 
loſs, without ſeeking grace from God to be 
ſharers in the gain. We cannot reap with 
them, on ſuch occaſions, perfection of joy 
and bliſs; but, we may. obtain manifold 
advantages in a deeper knowledge « of our- 
ſelves, the vanity of life, the certainty” of 
death, the ſupports of grace, and the good= 
neſs of God. Families and friendſhip ſuf- 
fer, under amputations, as well as indivi- 
duals; and the loſs of 4 right hand or 4 
right eye is, oftentimes, as ſeverely felt, 
Shall we, my brethren! be deprived of 
their ſociety and their afliſtance, of the 
conſolation they afforded us under our tri- 
als, and the ſeaſonable advice they have gi- 

ven 


[ 45-1 

ven us in an hour of proſperity, without 
laying it to heart. God forbid! Let us, 
follow them in thought. They cannot 
eome to us; we ſhall go to them. v May 

the Lord prepare us for the awful hour, 

and help us © ſo to paſs things temporal, 
e that we finally loſe not the things which 

© are eternal,” * . 


When the righteous and merciful are taten | 

away from the evil to come, why are crea- 

tures, ſo poor, ſo vile, and worthleſs as 

we are, left- behind? Probably, becauſe 

we are behind in thoſe attainments, thoſe 

tempers and frames of mind, which, tho? 
given and wrought of God, are neceſſary | 

to the enjoyment of his preſence, and the 
things that are ultimately prepared for them Y 
that love him; or worſe, behind in a dark, 
legal, finful ſtate, and unfit to die. The 

corn 1s not ripe, the harveſt, therefore, 18 

deferred, and the fickle not put in. Awake 

fo righteouſneſs, ye that forget God, Let 

this dying Saint's ſoliloquy, in the moment 
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before it be too late- 


f 86 ] 
of agitation and of death, ſink deep into thy 
foul. It is well (ſays ſhe) that I have not 
«« put off my, repentance to a death-bed.”* 
The Lord bleſs you, and help you to repent 
too late, I fay ! be- 
cauſe in death there is no remembrance of God; 
in the grave none can give him thanks, No de- 
vice, no repentance there. As the tree falls, 
it lies. In the ſtate which death leaves thee, 
thou wilt be found at the bar of God. 
The excuſe which the Lacedemonians made 
for the flow ſteps of their tribunals, and 
the length of time afforded to their crimi- - 
nals, ſhall be mine, for urging your re- 


pentance while your day's are lengthened, 


and your hours run on.— 
« this caſe 1s incorrigible. 


— A miſtake 1 in 


Could I be admoniſhed by her who once 
fat beneath this pulpit, but now ſtands 


above, adoring and admiring the riches of 


his grace and the depths of his mercy, whoſe - 
word ſhe heard from it; I ſhould be taught 
to comfort the weak-hearted, and to en- 
courage 


5 1 91 

7 Courage them, who, though weak, are, 

3 yet, purſuing. For, notwithſtanding, when 
doubts are the moſt diſtreſſing, and fears 
the moſt fatal, her's were removed, the ſo- 
lid aſſurance which accompanied and com- 

forted the latter days of her life, could ne- 
ver obliterate the many anxious moments 
that had attended a timid walk for four- 
and- twenty years. 8 


Her ſerious attention, which terminated 

ina happy converſion to God, was, at firſt, 
excited by a diſcourſe upon the Balm in Gi- 
lead, and the phyſician there; her daily ex- 
perience, accordingtoher ownaccount, was, 

10 have a little firength, and not deny bis 
name; her triumphant departure, to ſee 
clearly her intereſt in that covenant which 

1 ordered in all things, and ſure, and to ex- 
ult with unbounded confidence, that her 
ſoul was hid in Jeſus *. N 

5 Such 


C Short of heaven itſelf, there is not any thing 
4 which affords a nobler ſight, than that of a Believer 
bay landing on the Verge of Eternity, filled with the faith 
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such has been the lot of many of God's 
weakeſt children. They, who have began 
their journey, with feebly crying, Lord! 
T believe, help thou. mine unbeließ, have 
finiſhed their courſe with the-triumphant + 
language of the Apoſtle, O Death! where 
zs thy fling? O Grave! where 7s thy dE 
tory? _ Thanks. be to God who giveth it to 
us through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Jacob; 


though a worm, threſhes the mountains. 


Let the lambs of the flock remember, that 


Jeſus gathers them in his arms, and carries 
them in his boſom. The ſtrongeſt oak was 
once an acorn; the moſt flouriſhing plant 


a ſeed. Grace, like the waters through 


which Ezekiel was (viſionally) conducted, 
at firſt may reach hut to the ankle, but the 
further we go the deeper they are, until 


e which caſts out ſear, happy in the aſſured poſſeſſion 
of grace, and longing for the completion of that grace 
in glory.“ 
Teplady. Gleanings of the 2 intage, 
Meditat. on Gen. xx. 10. 


they 
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joined to the Lord, is one Spirit. 
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tt 


they become a river which cannot be rale 


over © - © Ye Se DB * 1. 


«A ſea of love and life unknown, 
«© Without a bottom or a tore.” : 


Laſtly, let thoſe whoſe Jife 7s 
Chriſt in God, remember, that he who is 
May the 
mind which was in Chriſt Jeſus be in you, 


regulating your thoughts and directing your 


conduct. Great is your ſecurity, great 


your privileges; ; let your praiſe keep pace 


with them. Tremble not at future trials 
or ſufferings. He who died to redeem 
and ſent his grace to turn you to God, will 
never leave you, or far ſake you. 


Look back with aſtoniſhment at the dan- 
ger you have eſcaped, look forward, with 
earneſt expectation, to the bleſſings that are 
promiſed; forget not his wiſdom, power and 
faithfulneſs, in whoſe hands God has truſt- 
ed his Glory, his Grace, and his People; 
in whom, alſo, is laid up, your Peace, your 
Life, your F elicity. Every ſtep you take, 
3 = follow, 
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follow, as much as in you lies, his exam- 
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ple, who did no fin and in whoſe mouth there 


was no guile. To Him, with the FAHRER, 
and the HoLv SPIRIT, be equal and im- 
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